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Upcoming Events

As we find ourselves in July we can say
goodbye to the first half of 2018! I hope
members all had a positive and successful
Memorial Day. Our next OCA event will be our
Annual convention on August 6 – August 8 at
the Holiday Inn Eastgate, in Union Township.

Monday August 6th will be a day of fun on the
golf links at Legendary Run. Known as one of the toughest
public courses in the Cincinnati area, this course will offer
players a fun and challenging round of golf. Later that evening
there will be a dinner with the suppliers followed by golf awards
from earlier and games.

On Tuesday August 7th we will kick off our conference with our
keynote speaker Mr. Jim Meyers – United States Secret Service
Retired. Mr. Meyers will discuss and cover training for Armed
Intrusion Awareness. After a brief break he will discuss and
reflect on his service with the U.S. Secret Service. Given the
times we live in today this presentation will be one not to miss.
.
That afternoon we will depart for field day at Mt. Moriah
Cemetery. There will be lunch followed by some outdoor
demonstrations. Also, there will be some timed obstacle
completions for members as well product demonstrations by our
suppliers. Later that evening we will have a dinner followed by
the “Family Feud” game presented by Cincinnati Circus. This
should be a lot of fun for all!

The masthead image
provided by Union
Township, Mt. Moriah
Cemetery - Cincinnati.
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About 95% of what do every day habit. To be successful on an ongoing basis we must
ensure that we have the correct habits of thought.

How we think and what we think about has a profound effect on our future.

The How

How you think about yourself is critical to your success. Whatever self­limiting thoughts you
have about your ability to perform, achieve, produce, your ability to learn and even what you
think you can earn becomes a reality. Habitually limiting your beliefs about what you can do,
can become and can earn have a dynamic affect you the results you get.

The What

The second element regarding your habit of thought is what you think about. Think about
problems and failure is thinking about what you don’t want. Yet if you think about what you do
what and how to accomplish it, that is what your energies will be focused on

Studies of top producing sales professionals and ones that are average or below revile one and
only one differencentation factor; the top achievers only allow themselves to think about what
they want and how they will accomplish it. Where the average performers think about the
challenges and reasons they can’t accomplish their goals.

Articles for Sales Managers & Advisors

President's Message continued from page 1.
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had a positive and successful Memorial Day. Our next OCA event will be our Annual convention
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That afternoon we will depart for field day at Mt. Moriah Cemetery. There will be lunch followed
by some outdoor demonstrations. Also, there will be some timed obstacle completions for
members as well product demonstrations by our suppliers. Later that evening we will have a
dinner followed by the “Family Feud” game presented by Cincinnati Circus. This should be a lot
of fun for all!

Lastly, on Wednesday August 8th our annual convention will feature that morning several
breakout session presentations that will discuss and cover many multiple topics for all. There
will be presentations for all members regardless or your business or government makeup.
I look forward to seeing you all at our Annual Convention in August!

Patrick Ebright, OCA President
Union Township­Mt. Moriah Cemetery
Cincinnati, OH
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Looking for an idea for
a waste receptacle for
your cemetery?

Here’s one.

Photo taken June, 2018
Anonymous Cemetery

Articles for Sales Managers & Advisors continued from page 3.

The Choice

Forming the right thought habits requires focus and determination.
Brain Tracy, in his book Million Dollar Habits says," Good habits are hard to learn but easy to
live with. Bad habits, on the other hand, are easy to learn but hard to live with."

How we think determines what we do and what we do, over and over, creates our habits. We
first make our habits and then our habits make us. Whatever the habit, the choice is ours. We
choose how and what we think about. It has been said for thousands of years by everyone from
great teachers to great preachers, “We become what we think about.”

Key reminders on creating the right habits of thought:

• You have total control of your thoughts.
• What we read, listen to, and who you listen to shapes your thoughts.
• Write out what you want to do and be, read it daily, and see yourself that way.
• We are what we repeatedly do.

We are free to choose our thoughts and then our thoughts choose our actions, and it’s our
actions that create our future.

Thanks to Kirk Roberts, OCA Vice President, (American Cemetery Services) for sharing this
article.

Mt. Moriah Cemetery

Mt. Moriah Cemetery is owned and
operated by the Union Township Board
of Trustees, Clermont County, Ohio.
The cemetery is situated on land rich in
history dating back to the 1800’s. The
original cemetery consisted of 1/3 acre deeded to the citizens of Witham Settlement in 1824.
Presently, it includes 56 acres of rolling hills graced with large shade and evergreen trees,
sparkling pond, lovely gazebos, chapel, park, and restful meditation areas. Carefully maintained
to ensure the beauty and serenity for future generations, the cemetery has stately monuments
that are a link between the past and the present.

Withamsville is located on the southern border of Union Township, Ohio. It is on the survey
made April 8, 1788, for Churchill Jones of Virginia. Jones was a captain who served three years
in the American Revolution. This survey was made more than seven years before the Indians
signed the Treaty of Greeneville, which legally allowed United States citizens into the area.
Maurice Witham received the patent to his land from U.S. President Thomas Jefferson on
November 28, 1803. Rev.Witham was a Baptist preacher from the Saco Valley of Maine, who
left that state in March, 1800, and arrived in the Withamsville area in October of that same year.
The village that formed was originally called Witham Settlement, in honor of the family. Mt.
Moriah Cemetery was originally a part of the Witham farm. The Witham family, with the
exception of Maurice is buried in Mt. Moriah Cemetery. The oldest section of the cemetery is
located behind a picturesque little, white chapel built in 1842 owned by Mt. Moriah United
Methodist Church. Some of the narrow, older, paved roads winding through Mt. Moriah
Cemetery were originally used by horse and wagon, a reminder of days gone by.

Interred at Mt. Moriah Cemetery are some prominent pioneers and citizens dating back to the
early 1800’s. The Honorable Dr. William Doan (1792­
1847) was an eminent physician. He was also a
Representative and Senator in the Ohio Legislature, and
from 1839­1843, a member of Congress. Politician
Charles Cyrus Kearns (1869­1931) was a Republican and
a U.S. Representative from the Ohio 6th District (1915­
1931). Dr. Elisha Bennett (1809­1881) was one of the
oldest practitioners of the county. In 1851, he was elected
to be a Representative from Clermont to the Fiftieth
General Assembly of Ohio by the Democratic Party. Also
interred at Mt. Moriah Cemetery is Richard Stockton
(1735­1810) who owned some of the land that the
cemetery occupies today. Sarah Stockton’s grave (1745­

1813) is the oldest marked grave in the cemetery.

Mt. Moriah Cemetery has a commitment to the preservation of the markers and monuments
located on the grounds. While the majority of the historic markers are in relatively good
condition, some of them are in need of restoration.

Cemetery Spotlight
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Cemetery Spotlight continued from page 5.

Markers are treated with a biological solution and
cleaned with a natural bristle brush. In addition gaps
are filled with hydraulic cement to stop water
expansion in the winter months, and bases are
sealed with a heavy­duty cement coating. Many
markers that are leaning are excavated, leveled and
returned to a new hydraulic concrete base poured
below ground. In addition, markers that are lying
broken on the ground are excavated. An above
ground frame approximately six inches deep is
prepared and the markers are placed on a level
gravel base. Hydraulic concrete is installed around the markers. Once the form is removed, the
markers are sealed with a heavy­duty masonry coating treated with an acrylic fortifier. Markers
that are illegible due to lichen growth are once again restored, enabling us to learn the historical
significance of the person buried there. The restoration of markers and monuments is an on­
going project for Mt. Moriah Cemetery.

Mt. Moriah Cemetery recognizes the importance of the preservation of the history that goes
along with those buried here. To help bring this history to life, the cemetery launched new
interactive memorial pages on its website in 2017 to capture the histories of the individuals
resting in its grounds. Each person has their own memorial page.

Cemetery Spotlight continued from page 6.

The memorial page features links to their obituary, burial location and directions to Mt. Moriah
Cemetery. A Google earth map will show the exact location of the person. The map can be
maximized to show cemetery landmarks such as the pond on the east side of the cemetery,
and the office on the west side of the cemetery. The map can be minimized to zoom in on the
exact location of the burial site. On the memorial page, families can share memories, stories,
photos and videos. These memories will automatically build an interactive timeline of their loved
one’s life. There is also a section to add photos or videos. The pages are permanent, and are
geo­referenced to the grave, scattering area, or columbarium niche to provide GPS navigation
to the final resting place. Mt. Moriah Cemetery believes that every life has a story to be told,
and through these interactive memorial pages we can collect and preserve the history of our
loved ones and, in essence, our whole community.

On the east side of Mt. Moriah Cemetery a sparkling pond with two fountains and a spectacular
waterfall are located. Also, two white, mute swans are found swimming on the pond. Not only
do the swans decrease the geese
population, but, more importantly
they add beauty and grace to the
cemetery. In addition, a large
gazebo, Cremation Scattering
Garden and three Niche
Columbariums are located in this
tranquil setting. The scattering
garden and columbariums offer
families an alternative for cremated
remains. This area of the Mt.
Moriah Cemetery is often used by
the community as a backdrop for
weddings and prom photos.

Mt.Moriah Cemetery provides a
unique and touching ceremony for
people to remember and honor
their loved ones. The annual
“Lantern Lighting Ceremony”
begins with the cemetery staff
providing guests with materials to
create their own lanterns. The
guests assemble their lanterns
under a large, white tent strung
with lights. While a string trio from
the Clermont Philharmonic
Orchestra offers a backdrop of
classical music, guests choose
their materials and sit down to
design personal and artistic
messages to their loved ones. The
decorated rice paper will later
enclose lit candles on the small
platforms that will be set out on the
pond at sunset. All of the lanterns
are unique and personal.
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Cemetery Spotlight continued from page 7.

The event helps people by giving them an outlet to express their feelings for their loved ones.
Also, there is an overwhelming display of emotional support for each other. The thought, time
and emotion that go into decorating the lanterns are touching to see. The guests are treated to
a catered dinner, followed by the presentation of the Colors with a 3­volley salute and taps to
remember the service men and women buried at the cemetery. A local Boy Scout and Cub
Scout troop lead The Pledge of Allegiance and The Star Spangled Banner. In addition, a Bugler
plays Taps, and a final song of Amazing Grace as the lanterns are placed on the pond. As the
sun descends, guests gather at the pond. The candles are lit and the lanterns are set upon the
water to carry their messages. This year will mark the 11th Annual Lantern Lighting Ceremony
which is attended by approximately 600 people. Mt. Moriah Cemetery strives to honor and
remember those we bury by providing this touching and memorable event.

On the west side of Mt. Moriah Cemetery is a truly unique park known as “Heritage Memorial
Grove”. The total area for the park is approximately 2.27 acres. The area is carved partially from
a grove of oak and maple trees, with the majority of the grounds left in its natural state. The
park is a perfect place for the community to gather, reflect and enjoy. The large main entrance
of the park leads to an area described as an “Outdoor Wedding Cathedral”, which includes a
circular area that provides for elevated seating and a majestic, granite altar. This cathedral is
incorporated into the natural setting which is spectacular for outdoor weddings. Another area of
the park is graced with a stately granite monument with the inscription ““Heritage Memorial
Grove, dedicated to the memory of the pioneer settlers of Union Township, Clermont County,
Ohio, by the Trustees of Union Township and Stanley E. Wilfert”. Winding through the woods
are lighted concrete walking trails. These trails are also handicap accessible. Granite benches
are placed for visitors to rest and reflect. The park is available for use by the community for
services, weddings and funerals. Park visitors can seek solitude to meditate and remember
their loved ones, family and friends, or simply enjoy the rustic, tree lined environment.

A major success and goal for Mt. Moriah Cemetery was to be awarded accreditation by the
APWA (American Public Works Association) on July 29, 2011. On July 7, 2015, the cemetery
was re­accredited, and currently is in the process of a second re­accreditation to be
accomplished in 2019. Mt. Moriah Cemetery was assessed on fourteen practices including
interment, mapping blocks, lot numbering, section development and section renovation among
others. The APWA accreditation team awarded Mt. Moriah Cemetery full compliance for all
fourteen of their practices.

Mt. Moriah Cemetery
strives to fulfill their motto,
“To operate and maintain
an historic burial ground in
a park­like setting, with a
commitment to preserve
and honor the heritage of
past generations, to serve
and respect the needs of
the present generation, and
to provide a legacy for
future generations.”

Supplier Spotlight
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Welcome New Members

Mark Huxsoll
Old St. Mary’s Presbyterian Cemetery

Springdale, OH

Heather Day
Union Grove Cemetery Canal

Winchester, OH

Pamela Minning
Hamilton Co. Genealogical Society

Cincinnati, OH



Page 12 OCA Journal

July 2018 | Volume 8 | Issue 3

Agenda continued from page 12.
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OCAAlert:

Agenda and registration forms for the upcoming Annual
Convention/Field Day & Trade Show can be found on the
oca website under the tab – Upcoming Events.

August 6-7-8, 201 8

www.ohiocemeteryassociation.com

Holiday Inn – Eastgate Cincinnati

Annual Convention/Field Day &
Trade Show

OCAAlert: OCA Pay Over The Web

The OCA now has the capability of receiving credit card
payments for event registrations and membership dues.
Pay at www.ohiocemeteryassociation.com/powform or you
can click "Pay Over the Web" on the bottom right hand
corner of www.ohiocemeteryassociation.com.

Pay for Event Registrations or Membership dues
To process the credit card transaction, you must submit the
appropriate OCA paperwork. Enter the Invoice Number and
payment amount in dollars and cents. You will be directed
to chase.com to enter credit card details. When the
transaction is complete, you will return to
www.ohiocemeteryassociation.com and be able to print a
copy of the transaction.

Membership Dues Payment
To process payment, use the Invoice Number.

Event Registration
If you are registering for an event, fax or email registration form to the OCA office. An invoice for
this registration will be generated and sent to you. You will then be able to proceed with the
transaction. Forms are list in Upcoming Events at
www.ohiocemeteryassociation.com/Upcoming­Events when available.
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Springtime Increases

Flying, Crawling, Slithering Critter Hazards
As the weather becomes warmer, you will find yourself working in outdoor areas that you didn’t
during the winter months. Whether you’re performing activities such as mowing, weed­eating,
and trimming, you may find yourself face­to­face with poisonous plants, insects, spiders, and
snakes. Contact with poisonous plants, bites, or stings may send you to the doctor’s office or
even the emergency room for a remedy.

Risk Management speaker Gordon Graham said ‘ if it is predictable it is preventable”. If you can
predict that there may be a poisonous plant, snake, spider or insect present then prevention is
the answer, and to do that you should look and listen before you jump into an area where you
may have danger lurking.

Spiders and snakes will soon be coming out of their winter dormant state and often hide where
you may have occasion to work. Insect and spider bites can be dangerous, especially if you are
allergic to them. A bite or sting may cause an allergic reaction called anaphylaxis, which can be
a life­threatening event and should be treated immediately. Call 911 if you are having a reaction
to a bite or sting.

Bees, Wasps, Yellow Jackets

• Stings kill more people each year
than all other venomous animals
combined.
• Look out for hives
• Keep food and drinks in your vehicle.
Bees are attracted to sweet smells.
• Watch for unusual reactions to
stings. Call 911 immediately

Spiders

• Black widow spider venom is 15
times more poisonous than
rattlesnake venom!
• Watch out for spiders when working
around wood piles, vegetation and
other areas that are dark
• Wear gloves when working in areas
that may harbor spiders.
• If you notice a tingling feeling,
sudden nausea, or stomach pain,
convulsions, or signs of shock,
you may have been bitten by a
spider. Seek medical attention
immediately.

Springtime continued from page 16.

Snakes

• Rattlesnakes are the most common poisonous snake in our area and can be
found in areas that are protected, like wood piles or rock piles, bushes or tall
grass.
• Rattlesnakes are often found where there are food sources for them like
gophers, squirrels, and mice.
• Other places may be near streams or rivers that have recently flooded during
the winter and have transported snakes on debris piles or logs downstream and
deposited them on the bank near your cemetery.
• Leave the snake alone.
• Most people are bitten trying to kill them or to get a better look.
• If a snake bite contains venom, swelling occurs quickly.
• Call 911 and seek medical assistance immediately.
• Avoid running and do not panic.
• Do not cut the affected area or attempt to remove venom with your mouth.

Report all bites, stings, and contact with poisonous plants that cause a rash or swelling to your
supervisor immediately. All of these are true medical emergencies and should be treated as
such. When in doubt, call 911

Article courtesy of Public Cemetery Alliance
Mark Marshall, California Safety Officer, Golden State Risk Management Authority

Common Snakes of Ohio
There are over 25 different snake species found in Ohio and out of those,
three of them are said to be venomous. With steep valleys, rugged hills, big
lakes, long rivers, isolated islands and drainage basins, the state has plenty
to offer the average snake looking to snack on water­dwelling creatures such
as frogs, toads and even newts and salamanders.

There are only three venomous snakes and they are:

Timber Rattlesnake
Also known as the timber rattler, this snake usually measures in between 35 and 55 inches in
length, a yellow or brown coloration with black or brown bands going from one side to the other
across the back.

Eastern Massassauga Rattlesnake
The second venomous snake of Ohio is also a rattlesnake but this time, the Eastern
Massassauga Rattlesnake, a slightly smaller species measuring just 20­30 inches in length. A
darker color than the timber rattlesnake, this one is usually a brown­gray color with darker
almost bow­shaped patches running down the length of its back. You’ll find this snake
commonly in the northern parts of the state, and also along the color, glaciated areas to the
west.

Northern Copperhead
Around the same size as the Massassauga rattlesnake, the northern copperhead (25 ­ 36
inches) is a pit viper that is often referred to as the copperhead snake.
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Springtime Increases
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during the winter months. Whether you’re performing activities such as mowing, weed­eating,
and trimming, you may find yourself face­to­face with poisonous plants, insects, spiders, and
snakes. Contact with poisonous plants, bites, or stings may send you to the doctor’s office or
even the emergency room for a remedy.

Risk Management speaker Gordon Graham said ‘ if it is predictable it is preventable”. If you can
predict that there may be a poisonous plant, snake, spider or insect present then prevention is
the answer, and to do that you should look and listen before you jump into an area where you
may have danger lurking.

Spiders and snakes will soon be coming out of their winter dormant state and often hide where
you may have occasion to work. Insect and spider bites can be dangerous, especially if you are
allergic to them. A bite or sting may cause an allergic reaction called anaphylaxis, which can be
a life­threatening event and should be treated immediately. Call 911 if you are having a reaction
to a bite or sting.

Bees, Wasps, Yellow Jackets

• Stings kill more people each year
than all other venomous animals
combined.
• Look out for hives
• Keep food and drinks in your vehicle.
Bees are attracted to sweet smells.
• Watch for unusual reactions to
stings. Call 911 immediately

Spiders

• Black widow spider venom is 15
times more poisonous than
rattlesnake venom!
• Watch out for spiders when working
around wood piles, vegetation and
other areas that are dark
• Wear gloves when working in areas
that may harbor spiders.
• If you notice a tingling feeling,
sudden nausea, or stomach pain,
convulsions, or signs of shock,
you may have been bitten by a
spider. Seek medical attention
immediately.

Springtime continued from page 16.

Snakes

• Rattlesnakes are the most common poisonous snake in our area and can be
found in areas that are protected, like wood piles or rock piles, bushes or tall
grass.
• Rattlesnakes are often found where there are food sources for them like
gophers, squirrels, and mice.
• Other places may be near streams or rivers that have recently flooded during
the winter and have transported snakes on debris piles or logs downstream and
deposited them on the bank near your cemetery.
• Leave the snake alone.
• Most people are bitten trying to kill them or to get a better look.
• If a snake bite contains venom, swelling occurs quickly.
• Call 911 and seek medical assistance immediately.
• Avoid running and do not panic.
• Do not cut the affected area or attempt to remove venom with your mouth.

Report all bites, stings, and contact with poisonous plants that cause a rash or swelling to your
supervisor immediately. All of these are true medical emergencies and should be treated as
such. When in doubt, call 911

Article courtesy of Public Cemetery Alliance
Mark Marshall, California Safety Officer, Golden State Risk Management Authority

Common Snakes of Ohio
There are over 25 different snake species found in Ohio and out of those,
three of them are said to be venomous. With steep valleys, rugged hills, big
lakes, long rivers, isolated islands and drainage basins, the state has plenty
to offer the average snake looking to snack on water­dwelling creatures such
as frogs, toads and even newts and salamanders.

There are only three venomous snakes and they are:

Timber Rattlesnake
Also known as the timber rattler, this snake usually measures in between 35 and 55 inches in
length, a yellow or brown coloration with black or brown bands going from one side to the other
across the back.

Eastern Massassauga Rattlesnake
The second venomous snake of Ohio is also a rattlesnake but this time, the Eastern
Massassauga Rattlesnake, a slightly smaller species measuring just 20­30 inches in length. A
darker color than the timber rattlesnake, this one is usually a brown­gray color with darker
almost bow­shaped patches running down the length of its back. You’ll find this snake
commonly in the northern parts of the state, and also along the color, glaciated areas to the
west.

Northern Copperhead
Around the same size as the Massassauga rattlesnake, the northern copperhead (25 ­ 36
inches) is a pit viper that is often referred to as the copperhead snake.
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CompManagement continued from page 18.
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Ohio Cemetery Association

Centerville Office
219 Webbshaw Drive
Centerville, Ohio 45458

(937) 885­0283 (Phone)
jburrowes@cemeterydata.com

www.ohiocemeteryassociation.com

Beat the Heat continued from page 18.
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