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Dear Members:

So this year is just flying by! I hope everyone’s
Memorial Day was a success. We are already
in July and the program committee has been
very busy with the OCA Annual Convention.

We have an actionpacked, educational and
social agenda for you at our Convention, July
31August 2 at the Hilton Garden Inn, in Cleveland suburb
Mayfield Village.

July 31 is fun on the golf links at the rolling and beautiful
StoneWater Golf Club, followed by reception, hors d’ouervres,
golf awards and games.

The next day, August 1, we’ll kick off the agenda with keynote
speaker Dennis Roche, the former longtime CEO of the
Greater Cleveland Convention & Visitors Bureau, and the
creator of the popular Positively Cleveland Campaign. He’s
very funny, astute and will share some stories that will help us
all – about branding, selling, operations, customer care, and
more. Our second speaker Don Winsett, is the Vice President
of National Business Development with The Davey Tree Expert
Company, and will be speaking on Trade Associations “The
need, the benefits, the forward thinking for a better tomorrow”.
Following will be our business meeting, discussing the current
activities of the Board and current legislative activity: House Bill
168 – cemetery grants, and total return investing. Your
participation will be valuable.

The afternoon of August 1 will feature lunch and trolley tours of
the historic and storied Lake View Cemetery. During the Lake
View visit we’ll have the opportunity to meet with suppliers and

watch equipment
demonstrations.

(continued on page 2)
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A festive Hawaiian Luau and dinner at the Hilton Garden Inn will follow. For the Luau – make
sure to wear your Hawaiian shirts or grass skirts.

August 2 will include a full day of education with a variety of speakers in breakout sessions,
including those on administration, township, sales/customer relations, and property/operations.
We added the additional programming this year to provide multiple speakers on each subject.
There is definitely something for everyone.

I’m looking forward to seeing everyone at the Annual Convention. This is a don’t miss
program!!

Marilyn Brandt
President

Upcoming Events
Annual Convention

July 31, August 1, 2, 2017

Location: Hilton Garden Inn
Mayfield Village, Ohio

Golf Outing Monday, July 31 Stonewater Golf Course
Highland Heights

Field Day Tuesday, August 1 Lake View Cemetery

Fall Maintenance Seminars
October 5 & 10, 2017

North Thursday, October 5 Perry Township
Perry

South Tuesday, October 10 Greenwood Cemetery
Hamilton

Visit www.ohiocemeteryassociation.com/UpcomingEvents for more information.

Download PDF forms:

Agenda
Field Day Agenda
Cemetery Registration
Supplier Registration
Supplier Registration – Field Day Only
Sponsorship Opportunities

http://www.ohiocemeteryassociation.com/Upcoming-Events
http://www.ohiocemeteryassociation.com/Upcoming-Events/Documents/AGENDA2017.pdf
http://www.ohiocemeteryassociation.com/Upcoming-Events/Documents/FIELDDAYAGENDA.pdf
http://www.ohiocemeteryassociation.com/Upcoming-Events/Documents/CEMREG.pdf
http://www.ohiocemeteryassociation.com/Upcoming-Events/Documents/SUPREG2017.pdf
http://www.ohiocemeteryassociation.com/Upcoming-Events/Documents/FDONLYSUPREGISFORM.pdf
http://www.ohiocemeteryassociation.com/Upcoming-Events/Documents/SPONSOR2017.pdf
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FerncliffDedicates Weekend To Fallen Soldiers AndAll Who Have Died
Ferncliff Cemetery, Arboretum and Crematory paid tribute to deceased military and all who
have died. Ceremonies and activities brought together families, community members, military
and religious dignitaries as well as government officials.

During Sunday’s fifth annual Floating Lantern Ceremony,
families inscribed personal messages to their deceased loved
ones on candle lanterns, and when night fell they released them
onto the pond on the grounds of Ferncliff. Inspirational words
were shared by Mandy Sanders, Associate Pastor of New Hope
Church in Springfield, and participants had time to remember
and reflect. Although families and friends were acknowledging
loved ones no longer with them, the atmosphere was one of
celebration. Refreshments were served and raffle prizes

awarded including a TV and a girl’s and a boy’s bicycle.

A parade marked Memorial Day, followed by Clark County’s Veterans’ Honor Service at the War
Memorial on the grounds of Ferncliff. The cemetery is the final resting place of more than 5,000
military, dating back to 1863, and has been a longstanding advocate of veterans and host of the
honor service. Chaplin Jim Stewart, Jon Stewart of the Clark County Veterans Council and
Springfield mayor Warren Copeland addressed the crowd. H. Eugene (Doak) Walker,
Detachment 963 of the Marine Corps League, posted and retired the Colors.

“Ferncliff is honored to pay tribute to fallen military service men and women who sacrificed so
much for our country,” remarked Stan Spitler, Ferncliff Superintendent.

The Superintendent also provided an update
on Ferncliff’s House of Reflections, scheduled
to open later this summer. The building,
formerly the Superintendent’s House, circa
1890, is being converted to accommodate 368
glassfronted indoor niches where family and
friends of loved ones can privately reflect in
comfortable, updated, tranquil surroundings.

Article submitted by: Kanet Advertising

(continued on page 6)

2017 Memorial Day & Flag Day
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Another Success At David’s Cemetery!
Friday, June 9th, 2017 was our 5th Annual
Flag Day Celebration. It was a glorious
day with an abundance of sunshine and a
refreshing breeze!

We were host to approximately 500 guests
for free hot dogs, chips, cookies, drinks
and a concert. Everyone was fed and
then entertained by WPAFB’s Band of
Flight ensemble Wright Brass. The
children in attendance enjoy the crafts,
coloring activities and of course the
temporary patriotic tattoos.

In addition to some beautiful music, the most memorable part of the evening always occurs
when Wright Brass plays for and recognizes all of the veterans in the audience. All veterans
are asked to rise and their perspective anthems are performed. It is truly a moving moment to
witness and is always an honor for us to pay tribute to our veterans!

Article submitted by: Terri L. Schimer, Davids Cemetery

“Commemorate & Celebrate”Memorial Day Events at The Arlington Memorial Gardens in
Cincinnati

An estimated 10,000 visitors experienced
the real meaning of Memorial Day from
May 2431 at The Arlington Memorial
Gardens during “Commemorate &
Celebrate,” a weeklong series of free
events and ceremonies hosted by
Arlington and headlined by the
impressive “Field of Memories” exhibit
consisting of 800 3’ x 5’ American Flags.
According to Dan Applegate, Arlington’s
President and CEO, “These patriotic
events are a rare opportunity to reach out
and catch the attention of the public,
while highlighting and honoring the
sacrifice of those men and women who
have died serving and defending our
country.”

(continued on page 7)
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The primary attraction, the Field of Memories was
accompanied by the stirring, traveling exhibit, the
Eyes of Freedom, lifesized memorial paintings of
the 23 Marines of Ohiobased Lima Company who
were killed in Iraq between

On Friday night, May 26th, over 1,000 spectators
attended as Arlington hosted an evening of
“Commemorate & Celebrate” that began at 7:30
with Team Fastrax, a sixman team of parachutists
who jumped from an altitude of 6,500 feet and

landed in the Field of Memories. Four of the six members of the team had giant American Flags
attached to their boots making for a marvelous moment of patriotism. Team Fastrax was
followed by a 90 minute concert by Forever Diamond, a Neil Diamond Tribute band and one of
Cincinnati’s favorite local acts. The evening concluded with a stunning fireworks display.

On Sunday, May 28, Arlington sponsored and hosted the Lunch With A Veteran event that drew
over 250 people. This picnic lunch, that began humbly in 2012 with a mere 40 people in
attendance, has blossomed into an event of growing popularity as over 250 veterans and non

veterans alike attended the lunch and the
annual Flag Raising Ceremony.

The “Field of Memories” and
“Commemorate & Celebrate” festivities
received extensive taped and live
broadcast and print media coverage,
beginning several weeks prior to the
event, and continuing until its conclusion
on May 31. In addition to the thousands of
onsite visitors, Arlington received more
than 17,000 views to their website and
Facebook page during the weeklong
celebration.

Article submitted by: Dan Applegate
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If you missed the March Spring Conference, you can now watch all of
the speakers at your convenience in the comfort of your office.

Go to www.ohiocemeteryassociation.com and click on “Links Library”.
“Links Library” for the Spring Conference can also be seen under “Past
Events”.

Like what you see, please join us at one of our upcoming events in
person.

Marilyn M. Brandt
OCA President

Announcing The New Links Library

http://www.ohiocemeteryassociation.com
http://www.ohiocemeteryassociation.com/Links-Library
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Knowledge fueled by emotion equals action. Action is the ingredient that ensures results. Only
action can cause reaction. Further, only positive action can cause positive reaction.

Action. The whole world loves to watch those who make things happen, and it rewards them for
causing waves of productive enterprise.

I stress this because today I see many people who are really sold on affirmations. And yet there
is a famous saying that “Faith without action serves no useful purpose.” How true!

I have nothing against affirmations as a tool to create action. Repeated to reinforce a disciplined
plan, affirmations can help create wonderful results.

But there is also a very thin line between faith and folly. You see, affirmations without action can
be the beginnings of selfdelusion. And for your wellbeing there is little worse than self
delusion.

The man who dreams of wealth and yet walks daily toward certain financial disaster and the
woman who wishes for happiness and yet thinks thoughts and commits acts that lead her
toward certain despair are both victims of the false hope which affirmations without action can
manufacture. Why? Because words soothe and, like a narcotic, they lull us into a state of
complacency. Remember this: To Make Progress You Must Actually Get Started!

The key is to take a step today. Whatever the
project, start today. Start clearing out a drawer
of your newly organized desk... today. Start
setting your first goal... today. Start listening to
motivational programs... today. Start a sensible
weightreduction plan... today. Start calling on
one tough customer a day... today. Start
putting money in your new “investment for
fortune” account... today. Write a longoverdue
letter... today. Anyone can! Even an uninspired
person can start reading inspiring books.

Get some momentum going on your new
commitment for the good life. See how many
activities you can pile on your new
commitment to the better life. Go all out! Break
away from the downward pull of gravity. Start
your thrusters going. Prove to yourself that the
waiting is over and the hoping is past—that
faith and action have now taken charge.

It’s a new day, a new beginning for your new
life. With discipline you will be amazed at how
much progress you’ll be able to make. What
have you got to lose except the guilt and fear
of the past?

(continued on page 10)

Action vs. SelfDelusion
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Now, I offer you this challenge: See how many
things you can start and continue in this, the
first day of your new beginning.

It is a Challenge to Succeed by Jim Rohn
(excerpted from The Challenge to Succeed
audio series)

It is a challenge to succeed. If it were not, I'm
sure more people would be successful, but for
every person who is enjoying the fruit from the
tree of success, many more are examining the
roots. They are trying to figure it all out. They
are mystified and perplexed by what seems to
be some strange, complex and elusive secret
that must be found if ever success is to be
enjoyed. While most people spend most of
their lives struggling to earn a living, a much
smaller number seem to have everything going
their way. Instead of just earning a living, the
smaller group is busily engaged in designing
and enjoying a fortune. Everything just seems
to work out for them. While the much larger
group sits in awe at how life can be so unfair,
complicated and unjust.

"I am a nice person," the man says to himself. "How come this other guy is happy and
prosperous, and I'm always struggling?" He asks himself, "I am a good husband, a good father
and a good worker. How come nothing seems to work out for me? Life just isn't fair. I'm even
smarter and willing to work harder than some of these other people who just seem to have
everything going their way," he says as he slumps into the sofa to watch another evening of
television.

But, you see, you've got to be
more than a good person and a
good worker. You've got to
become a good planner, and a
good dreamer. You've got to see
the future finished in advance.
You've got to put in the long
hours and put up with the
setbacks and the
disappointments. You've got to
learn to enjoy the process of
disciplines and of putting
yourself through the paces of
doing the uncomfortable until it
becomes comfortable.

(continued on page 11)
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You've got to be prepared and willing to attack the challenges if you want the success because
challenges are part of success.

Now that may sound like a full menu of activities, but let me assure you that the process of
going from average to fortune isn't really all that difficult. Thinking about it is the difficult part.
Anticipating all the effort and the changes and the disciplines is far worse in the mind than in
reality. I can promise you that the challenges you'll meet on the road to success are far less
difficult to deal with than the struggles and the disappointments that come from being average.
Confronting and overcoming challenges is an exhilarating experience. It does something to feed
the soul and the mind. It makes you more than you were before. It strengthens the mental
muscles and enables you to become better prepared for the next challenge.

I'd like for you to discover some strong feelings about your life and about what you want to do
with that life. You probably have
much of the knowledge and a lot of
the experience and perhaps most
of the skills that it takes to become
successful. What you may be
lacking in are the strong feelings
about what you want and what you
want to do. You may be one of
those who have become so
involved in the process of earning a
living that you've forgotten about
the choices and the chances you
have for designing your own life.

Let these strong feelings help you
take a second look at your life and
where you're headed. After all,
you've only got one life, at least on
this planet. So why not make it an
adventure in achievement? Why
not discover what all you can do
and what all you can have? Why
not discover how many others you
can help and in the process how
that can help you?

Why not now take the Challenge to
Succeed!

Article by: Jim Rohn
Submitted by: Kirk Roberts, OCA
Board Member
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Creating a Natural Burial Ground
by Rick Meade

In a continuing effort to provide meaningful interment options to the community, The Calvary
Cemetery Association of Dayton, OH introduced plans to open a dedicated natural burial area
on Earth Day, April 22, 2014. It took little time to agree that Saint Kateri, patron of the
environment, would be the theme.

Calvary Cemetery's 200 acres of rolling hills and forest is located just on the southern boundary
of Dayton, crossing into the cities of Kettering and Moraine. Established in 1872, the cemetery
operates today at 650 burials per year on average, 33% of which are cremation services. With
approximately 90 acres of wooded area fronted by a small prairie in reserve for future
development, we knew that we could provide a desirable natural setting for this type of burial
option. With its network of rivers, streams, lakes, state parks, including the wonderful Five
Rivers Metro Parks system right here in Dayton, we were almost certain to appeal to the
naturalist market segment.

Calvary Vice President, Adam Ravestein, and I were invited to visit The Preserve in Waterford,
MI by our friends Mike Chilcote and Russ Burns at the excellent Mount Elliott Association of
Detroit, MI.

(continued on page 18)

continued from page 16

To view the video of "Soldiers Point", click on the following link.

Soldiers Point Sugar Grove Cemetery Movie

Article submitted by: Andrea Tacoronte, City of Wilmington

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-DOw8MFQIxgdHAtZ2JMdnBwU2M/view
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They were experiencing much success with a natural burial offering within the borders of their
traditional cemetery.

After much research, consideration, and the decision to proceed, the Board of Trustees
allocated seven acres for initial development of our natural burial ground. Adam Ravestein and
Tom Rufuss of Scarff's Landscape in New Carlisle, OH were called upon to create a design

concept for the area. The plan was to include a lake and
walking trails extending from the native Ohio prairie into
a portion of an existing woods that will serve as an
enjoyable peaceful amenity to all of our visitors.

Also, University of Dayton Professor and world class
botanist, Brother Don Geiger, advised us in the re
establishment of the Ohio prairie and identifying invasive
plants that needed to be removed.

Marie Barbera, of Yorba Linda, CA who specializes in
Native American artisan works was called upon to create
a largerthanlife bronze statue of Saint Kateri as a
lasting inspirational focal point to serve the area.
Because of her vast knowledge of Native American
tribes and her previous works, Marie was given complete
freedom to create this image as she was inspired. We
believe she captured the essence of Saint Kateri to
create a truly oneofakind tribute. A little more than a
year after its dedication, the first phase of the design
plan was complete.

A wonderful dedication service and celebration took
place on that Earth Day. Special guest, Sister Kateri
Mitchell, Executive Director of the Tekakwitha
Conference in Alexandr ia, LA was here for the blessed
event as special guest speaker. She served as the
principle advocate for Saint Kat eri's canonization and
beatification. Also in attendance were Frank Barbera,
husband of Marie Barbera, the Kateri Circle group from
Columbu s, OH, (one of the nation's many Kateri
Circles), Dayton area funeral directors, alon g with about
100 community members.

Due to the Eart h Day / environmental connection, all local network news affiliates, along with
NPR radio, covered the event.

The Term "Green Burial" Is Not Used Here

At this time, you may notice that the term "Green Burial" has not been used. Even though the
Green Burial Council, and others provided information and advice, our experience tells us that
the reason most people select Natural Burial is to simply, gently, naturally return their remains to
Mother Earth.

(continued on page 19)

Shown is the largerthanlifesize statue of
Saint Kateri that is now front and center in the
Saint Kateri Preserve.
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It may sound like mincing words, however the term " Green" invokes thoughts of conservation,
saving the environment, carbon footprint, etc. Of course natural burial provides green benefits; it
is just safe to say these items alone are not the driving impetus to the selection of natural burial.

A graveside service is set up in a very raw condition with no tent or artificial grass mats. An
uncovered dirt pile is placed next to the grave with two or three shovels where many families
participate in tossing in the first soil, so me wishing to backfill the entire grave.

The best news of all for our
community and The Calvary
Cemetery Association is that we are
now reaching a market segment
that for the most part was being
neglected.

A New Revenue Stream
Sales in The Saint Kateri Preserve
make up 14% of our in ground
burial options sold after only two
years in existence. This is a new
revenue stream. Our traditional
options are selling stronger than
ever. Pricing for graves in this area
is the same as the rest of the
cemetery. Graves a long the
shoreline of the twoacre lake sell at a higher premium than all other graves in the cemetery.

One of the most surprising statistics to date is that the cremation burial rate for the Kateri
Preserve is 75%. We are learning that many folks who scatter in forest areas or lakes prefer the
idea of returning to nature. Could it be we have given families a "natural" alternative option to
scattering?

Knowing there is mixed reaction and results in various areas of the country, we believe one of
the keys to the large interest received here to date is our easily accessible location is in the
middle of an urban area.

In contrast, many Green/Natural cemeteries in the country are a long way from population
centers.

Finally, educating the community has been easy because of the existing interest on this top ic.
We have hosted two sessions of the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute through the University of
Dayton, hosting 75 people per meeting on our property.

Our Community Outreach Manager has been in constant demand to speak to church and other
nature groups. Educating the local funeral homes is key. They now have new opportunities to
sell natural burial products, such as biodegradable shrouds, wicker or wood caskets and urns,
etc.

(continued on page 20)

A lake and walking trails extending from the native Ohio prairie into a portion
of an existing woods were part of the overall plan.
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One of our stated organizational goals is to continue to provide meaningful burial and memorial
options to the Catholic community we serve. Natural burial has proven to be one of those
options.

Outpouring of Appreciation From the Families has Been Overwhelming

The Natural Burial funeral experience is as meaningful, if not more so, as the method of
disposition itself. As we continue to learn with each family that we serve, the outpouring of
appreciation has been tremendous from the families as well as the local priests who serve
them. Just a few examples:

A master carpenter in southwest Ohio asked if he could build the casket for his dad, who was a
former City of Dayton Police sergeant. He told the story of some large cedar logs he had sawn
into planks and stored away for future use not knowing his father would pass away within the
year. The planks were exactly enough to build the casket. He also used a router to engrave a
replica of the Dayton police shield, along with other personalization.

On another occasion, an elderly lady stood in our office crying large tears of joy because this
was the way she had hoped to be buried. She said, "I just have one question: Can I be buried
with my rosary?"

Another gentleman lost his wife and had her cremated. His wife had always made artistic
creations from gourds. The answer was yes when he asked if a large gourd could serve as the
urn. Seeing the family carry their beloved mother and wife to the grave in one of her favorite
orange gourds was overwhelming.

Submitted by Rick Meade

Supplier Spotlight & New Products
The Biondan Crypt Urn

When you have already met urn
capacity or have been requested to
add cremains to a crypt, you can
easily do this without having to
break open and then reseal the
crypt, or even fully dismount the
shutter – avoiding damaging, costly
or dangerous operations.

With our Crypt Urn a groundskeeper can:
Open the top of the crypt by loosening the two top rosettes;
Insert the Crypt Urn, which hangs conveniently and
securely on the edge of the shutter in the gap between the
seal and plate; and then simply close the shutter without
disturbing the crypt or risking damage to any of the parts.

With this solution you can fulfill your customer’s needs while
saving costs and avoiding risks.
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DAVID HARRIS – EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Jewish Cemeteries of Greater Cincinnati

DOUGLAS HELMICK – FIELD SUPERINTENDENT
Tod Homestead CemeteryYoungstown

HEATHER SNYDER – CEMETERY DIVISION
City of Lancaster Cemeteries

BRIAN D. LOWERY – FISCAL OFFICER
Osnaburg Township Cemeteries – East Canton

ELLERY BOWKER –TARA EDWARDS
Aftercare

JAMIE KENNEDY – CITY OF PORT CLINTON CEMETERY CLERK
Port Clinton Cemeteries – Riverview & Lakeview

HEATHER KROMER
Catholic Cemeteries – Sandusky

TRACI WARD
Kurtz Bros – Independence, OH

Welcome New Members

Getting a great idea is like sitting on a
sharp tack—
it makes you jump up and do something.
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We make a living by what we get

We make a life by what we give.

 Winston Churchill
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Mark Your Calendar
Annual Convention

July 31, August 12, 2017

July 31  Golf
Stonewater Golf Course

August 1  Field Day
Lake View Cemetery

Fall Maintenance Seminar North
October 5, 2017

Perry Township

Fall Maintenance Seminar South
October 10, 2017

Greenwood Cemetery
Hamilton

See www.ohiocemeteryassociation.com/UpcomingEvents for updated information.

http://www.ohiocemeteryassociation.com/Upcoming-Events
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Ohio Cemetery Association

Centerville Office
219 Webbshaw Drive
Centerville, Ohio 45458

www.ohiocemeteryassociation.com

http://www.ohiocemeteryassociation.com



