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Incoming President's
Message

My name is Paul O’'Brien, and | would like to In this Issue
thank the OCA Board of Directors for selecting Incoming President's
me as President for this coming year. | am Message 1
truly honored and humbled by this opportunity. . .
| would like to thank Scott Wright for his work f aul O'Brien A?,g;gs‘;gg President's 2
as President and the high bar he has left for me ,S’fe‘;f,-’;’gﬁt
to live up to. Cemetery Spotlight 4
For those of you who don’t know me, | am the Operations Supplier Spotlight 5
Mangger for Oak Hill Cern_etery in historic GIenFjaIe_. Qak H.iII is Welcome New Members 6
the sister cemetery to Spring Grove Cemetery in Cincinnati. |
am truly blessed to be a part of such a great organization that Special - Safety Concerns
cares as much for their employees as they do the families we In Cemeteries 8
serve and the history we protect. .

Update From Sedgwick 10

So, what’s in store for '247? Since it's a new year, | have made
a resolution for my new role. | have resolved to CARE more. C-
to collaborate more. Talk to, and more importantly, listen more
to the input of others. Many problems can be solved if you'’re
willing to look at them from a different angle. A- to advocate for
the organization by letting cemeteries across the state know
how they benefit from the OCA, many without even knowing it.
R- to reciprocate more. Last year | was invited to a think tank
and a round table for area township cemeteries and enjoyed
every minute. Both offered new perspectives and ideas that |
could bring back to Oak Hill, so | am open to meeting with any
group that wants to meet with the OCA. And most importantly,
E- to educate more. | never stop looking for opportunities to
learn and to share what | have learned.

Thank you again for this opportunity and | look forward to a
prosperous new year!

Paul O’Brien, Operations Manager
Oak Hill Cemetery

Spring Grove Funeral Homes
OCA President - 2024

11200 Princeton Pike

Cincinnati, OH 45246 =
www.springgrove.org _—eaT S
513.853.6851 (direct phone Oak Hill Cemetery
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Outgoing President's Message

Happy New Year everyone! | hope that the holidays were a blessing for your
family and you are excited for 2024. | would like to take a moment to thank
everyone for the opportunity to serve as President of the OCA during 2023.
Our OCA is a historic, long-standing organization that is strengthened by all
of its members, and, that was very evident in all of our activities in 2023. In
February, we celebrated the post COVID return of the Awards Banquet in
Columbus. Later that Spring, we also co-hosted a “Think Tank” with the Scott Wright
Catholic Cemetery Conference. We are again co-hosting this two-day Outgoing
conference in Coshocton OH this upcoming April, please reach out if you are ~ /7€5/7¢7!
interested in attending. In the summer, the OCA hosted a very well attended annual convention
in Dayton OH, including the return of a “Field Day” at Dayton Memorial Park--- Thank you to the
whole crew at Dayton Memorial Park for hosting the OCA. There were also some legislative
issues that Tim Long and Legislation Committee of the OCA were instrumental in collaborating
on near the end of the year.

As | look forward to 2024, | would especially like to thank everyone for their participation in the
OCA. | am reminded every time | look at the OCA logo that we are an Association of “Caring
Professionals moving forward together.” Continue to be that beacon of care for the families that
we serve daily at our individual cemeteries. It was an honor to serve as your President in 2023,
and, | look forward to seeing you at OCA events in 2024.

Scott Wright, M.Div., CCCE

Community Outreach Director -
Calvary Cemetery - Dayton CALVARY
OCA President (2023) CEMETERY

Creating Community # Celabrating Lifetimes

Mark Your Calendar

>
Ly
7 &
o &
OCA Annual Awards & Casino Night
March 2, 2024

Embassy Suites - Columbus, Ohio

To Recognize Award Winners For The Year 2023
Sales, Rookies And Special Employees

More information can be found on the website
under Upcoming Events
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Frozen Windows on a Cold Winter Morning

Wife texts husband on a cold winter's morning:
"Windows frozen, won't open.”

Husband texts back:
"Gently pour some lukewarm water over it."

Wife texts back 5 minutes later:
"Computer really messed up now."

LEAVING A LEGACY

Complete Memorial Solutions for Serving Families
and Building Your Business

CEMETERY MASTER PLANS'}
CONSTRUCTION PLANNING ™ 8
SECTION LAYOUT PLANS
CREMATION GARDEN PLANS
PLANTING PLANS & SPECS

LOT LAYOUT & SALES MAPS
SPACE RECOVERY

SITE EVALUATIONS g8

i
. ! -
2
. =

@ COLDSPRING’

To learn more about the memorial products we offer,

visit coldspringusa.com/memorial
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AQUA DOC

LAKE & POND MANAGEMENT

Specializing in:

* Algae & Weed Control

* Lake Studies

* Metal Craft Dock Systems
* Fish Stocking Programs

* Floating Fountains & Aeration
* Enjoy your lake or pond...THIS YEA

FREE ON-SITE

CONSULTATIONS

40

* YEARS *

ON THE WATER

The Thin Niche Line:

From unusable areas to immediate inventory:
turning blank walls into elegant cremation space.
Can be placed indoor or outdoor

4" DEEP

PEr TR

i ST

Learn more:
www.thinniches.com
Toll Free Phone: +1 (877)-290-6703

A Lot Of
Memorialization
Options In A
Compact Space

matthews

Introducing Matthews
Memories In Bronze™ Space
Saver Merchandising System
with slide-out touchscreen

& MATTHEWS ©

Designed tao:
* Generate more sales - increased
average sale price by 23%"

« Simplifies the selection process

» Streamline selling strategy
and pricing

* New! More compact size:
88" h x 33"w x 24°d""

* Based on test market results
** 56" wide with touchscreen opey
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Cemetery Spotlight: Calvary Cemetery -
Dayton Angel Night, November 30, 2023

Digital Marketing for Cemeteries and Funeral Homes
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Supplier Spotlight: Century Equipment

Topicsiinclude:
Gasoline Engine Failure Analysis
« Tier 4 engine Regeneration Stages
Electrification Readiness
Hypercell Lithium-lon Batteries

[:ENTIII’%{M

]e:u%gqtc Compuny

$100]pergattendee!

Lunchli

¢

Classes from 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.
T LOCATION ADDRESS am STE )
Wed., January 24,2024 Century ~ Cincinnati 8650 Bilstein Blvd, Hamilton Ohio
Wed, February 7, 2024 Century ~ Columbus 4199 Leap hd. Hilard Ohio
Wed,, February 14, 2024 Century ~ Toledo 5959Mngolahd.  Toledo Ohio
\_ Wed.,, February 21, 2024 Century ~ Cleveland 2266 E. Aurora Rd. Twinsburg Ohio Y,

Click or Scan
to Register
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Welcome
New Members!

REGULAR MEMBERSHIP

RONALD TAYLOR
BELMONT PARK CEMETERY
3346 Belmont Avenue
Youngstown, OH 44425
(330) 720-5689 Phone
Email: rt333366@yahoo.com

Replaces Mark Davis (Retired) 11/2023 el adnistns
DAYTON MEMORIAL PARK CEMETERY = BeautuPloceto Caebrate e
8135 North Dixie Drive i
Dayton, OH 45414
(937) 890-1831
Email: Iparker@daytonmemorialpark.com
Website: www.daytonmemorialpark.com

LARRY PARKER i!pm,m Memorial Park

Larry Parker - | am the new General Manager at Dayton Memorial Park and Cemetery.
Prior to coming to Dayton Memorial Park | worked for the city of Cincinnati Board of Park
Commissioners where served several roles during my tenure. Started at Cincinnati Parks
as an urban forester, then moved on to park district crew leader and lastly completed my
career as division manager of operations. | have a degree in agriculture with
specialization in horticulture from the Ohio State University. | enjoy most all outdoor
activities camping, hiking, cycling, hunting and fishing.

TOM KLECKER
Replaces Theresa Rutschilling
GREENLAWN CEMETERY
12502 Presar Road
Wapakoneta, OH 45895
(419) 738-2232
Email: tdklecker@gmail.com

JUDE ABRAHAM
LIFE REMEMBERED
CMS EAST
400 Agnew Road
Jeanette, PA 15644
(724) 527-6700
Email: hello@liferemembered.com
Website: www.iferemembered.com



Welcome
New Members!

SUPPLIER MEMBERSHIP

ALEX HOLMES
FRIGID FLUID
11631 West Grand Avenue
Northlake, IL 60164
(708) 838-1215
Email: aholmes@frigidfluid.com
Website: www.frigidfluid.com

MARIA DONATELLI PETERSON
BAUMGARDNER PRODUCTS
295 Silver Street
Akron, OH 44303
(330) 376-2466
Email: sales@baumgardnerproducts.com
Website: www.baumgardnerproducts.com

RICK SYMANSKI
PHOENIX BRONZE RESOURCES
100 Steel Street
Aliquippa, PA 15001
(724) 857-2225
Email: arsymanski@pbrbronze.com
Website: www.pbrbronze.com

OKAY, SO IT NEEDS OIL. WHAT ABOUT
THE KNOCKING SOUND, AND THE DOORS
CREAKING OPEN BY THEMSELVES ?

— (
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Special - Safety Concerns In Cemeteries

Importance of signage/postings in cemeteries

The importance of safety standards in cemeteries either by signage at your main entrance to
the postings on your website or social media.

During the winter months, especially if freezing temperatures and snow and ice accumulation,
there are safety issues that arise for our visiting families.

Examples of some of these matters are listed below:

Slippery surfaces: Cemeteries contain polished granite flush markerst that become slippery
when exposed to rain, frost, snow and even grass clippings in the summer months. It is
important to watch for these and it is difficult sometimes especially if these markers are snow
covered. Use extreme caution when walking the sections to your loved one’s grave.

Roadside hazards: Most cemeteries try to maintain their roadways and clear snow, ice, etc.
with snowplows and other equipment. This is not always the case in all cemeteries due to
gravel roads versus paved roads or smaller cemeteries that do not have full time staff on site. It
is extremely important to use caution when visiting these cemeteries. We know the importance
of wanting to honor and visit your loved ones but understand the hazards that can arise from
this if you decide to visit during winter conditions.

Sidewalk hazards: Some cemeteries have sidewalks leading to their office, or mausoleums
and some may have sidewalks in some of their sections. For most part these sidewalks are
cleaned and off and treated for ice. But not all cemeteries do this. So, use extreme caution
when visiting.

Concealed hazards: Snow and grass clippings can conceal walking hazards such as slightly
raised markers, decorations, uneven surfaces. Please watch your step.

L
Sinking hazards: Rain can create muddy o clms

conditions around gravesites that result in graves cemetery information
sinking. This is so common in cemeteries

throughout the year. It is not uncommon for management system
cemeteries to have to go back to these sites and
fill in with more dirt for the next several weeks -
especially during the winter months when
cemeteries do not seed or sod graves. Please
use extreme caution if you come across your
loved ones grave and it may have sunk from rain.
You can either call the cemetery or stop in the
office and report it and it will get fixed just in case
the cemetery is not aware that the grave has

Exercise caution: Uneven ground and settling
soil around gravesites can create walking
hazards throughout the cemetery.

sunk. SCHEDULE YOUR FREE DEMO TODAY
Tips for cemeteries that plow and use ice melt See why 1,000+ cemeteries
and treat their roadways. Try not to pile the snow have partnered with CIMS

in certain areas too high. Visitors will still want to
come and visit even during snowy conditions.
This makes it extremely difficult to get their loved
ones grave if there is a 6-foot pile of snow right

cimscemeterysoftware.com
by the road. A product of Ramaker
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Special - Safety Concerns In Cemeteries continued from page 9.

Another successful tip if you have sewer drops throughout your cemetery. During the winter
months use orange painted rods that are approximately 24 to 30 inches in height and place
them right above these drops so when you do get snow you can find these easier and remove
snow from them to allow better drainage, when snow starts to melt.

Each cemetery has their own procedures on how they handle wintertime conditions and
roadways.

Like with rules and regulations that a lot of cemeteries have posted on signage at their main
entrance it is not a bad idea to have safety hazards posted as well it will help with future issues
that may arise.

One thing our cemetery added to signage was a safety warning on monuments and or markers
on the importance of not trying to fix your own memorial if it is leaning or unlevel. These granite
markers are extremely heavy and can easily injure someone. We had an instance where a
family member tried to fix his own monument and the monument die fell on his leg and he had
to be rushed to the hospital. Because we had no signage at our main gate, we ended up with
an insurance claim and settling this matter with the customer receiving a settlement. Simple
signage at your gates such as rules and regulations, safety hazards, etc. will protect you in the
long run.

Jimmie J. Blevins
General Manager

UNION

Union Cemetery Association CEME;PERY
OCA Board member/OCDRC member -—%%&@
Phone (614) 267-5471

Email: jimmie.blevins@unioncemeterycolumbus.com Established 1806

SoALEM COLUMBUS WAREHOUSE

J4 STO N E S 4849 GROVEPORT ROAD - OBETZ OHIO 43207
the granite company PHONE: 866 834 1219 EMAIL:INFO@SALEMSTONES.COM

MONUMENTS . MAUSBLEUMS . CREMAT[GN » BENCHES

) i
MONUMENTS CREMATION £ MAUSOLEUMS
» Largest inventory of a wide variety of monuments * In-stock community granite columbaria * In-stock single and two crypt granite mausoleums
» Engraving proofs for your from 12 to 112 niches + Design and delivery of custom
custamer within 48 hours » Avariety of in-stock personal granite walk-in granite mausoleums
+ Delivery of in-stock engraved monuments columbaria from 2 to 12 niches « Call for a variety of private estate needs.
within 30 days after design approval * We can custorn design columbaria based on Please contact our experts for any questions

your cemetery or cremation garden needs.
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Update From Sedgwick
(@) sedgwick

Safeguarding machinery

WVarious types of machines pose hazards to empl oyees that can result in injuriesthat include crushing, entrapment,
amputations, and even death, These hagardous areas, known as dangerzones, are machine parts that must be
guarded to protect employeesfrom injury, The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (Q5HA) defines a
danger zone as "any place in or about amachine or piece of equipment where an employee may be struds by or
caught between moving parts, caught between moving and stationary objects or parts of the machine, caught
between the material and a moving part of the rmachine, burned by hot surfaces orexposed to electric shock.*

Per O5SHA s General Reguirements for Machine Guarding (29 CFR 1910.212), emplovers are reguired to perform an
evaluation of the machinery in their workplace in order toidentify and adeguately guard the danger zones to
provide protection toemployees. In fact, machine guarding violations freguently show upasone of the OSHA stop
ten most cited violations each year, Sonot only is it essential to protect employees, but an effective machine
guarding program will help in the event of an O5SHA Inspection,

Itisessential first to understand the moverments of machinery toidentify the danger zones, There are two types of
hazard aus movernents that a machine makes Mechanical Maotions and Mechanical Actions,

1. Mechanical Motions — Mechanical motions include gears, pulleys, or moving belts, There are basically four
different types of mech anical motions.

a. Rotating—Rotating motions include collars, couplings, cams, flywheels, shaft ends, spindles, and
horizontal orvertical shafts, These are dangerous as they may grip hair, clothing, and hody parts,
Additional dangers on rotating parts include when projections exist, such as set screws, bolts, nicks,
and abrasions.

b, In-running Mip Points — These hazards are caused by rolling parts on machinery, The basic types of in-
FLINNINE nip points include parts that rotate in opposite direction s, such as rolling mills and calenders,
and rotating and fixed partsthat create a shearing, crushing or abrading action, |n addition, rotating
parts between power transmission belts and pulleys, a chain and sprocket, and arack and pinion.

c. Reciprocating — Reciprocating is an action caused by a back-and-forth motion where a worker may
get struck by or caught between amoving and stationary part,

d.  Transversing — This movementis a straight, continuous line, such asthe motion of a belt tomoving
parts.,

2. Mechanical Actions—These actions are defined as where the work is being performed, There are four

types of mechanical actions.

a. Cutting—The cutting action involves rotating, reciprocating and transverse maotions, Types of these
actions include band saws, droular saws, boring and drilling machines, lathes and milling machines,

b,  Punching — Punching action refers to power when applied to the ram (slide). Work examples of
punching include stamping of metal orather materials

t.  Shearing—The shearing action refers to applying power to slide a knife totrim or shear mater al,
Shearing machines can be powered mechanically, hydraulically, or pneumatically,

d.  Bending—-The bending action refersto power applied toa slide or ram to draw or stamp metal or
other materdals Types of eguipment that bend materials indude power presses and press brakes,

Once you understand the different types of danger zones, perform an audit of your facility, Keepan open mind
and check every department with machinery, regardless of the equipment size, Once you've identified the
machinery, check to see if the guarding meets 05SHA s General Reguirements for Machine Guarding (29 CFR
1910.212), If not, you will need touperade to meet those reguirements,




Update From Sedgwick continued from page 11.

(@) sedgwick

Sedgwick cost containment

As most erm ployers know, the financial and emotional impact of a work-related employee injury can be significant,
While the primary goal is to ensure the injured worker receives appropriate care, minimizing the costs associated
with the accident should also be a focus for em ployers.

In Ohig, there are three primary cost containment optionsfor employers — Settlement, Handicap Reimbursement
and SubrogationfMo Fault Motor Vehide Acddent (MYA) Sedgwick isthe industry leader in successfully employing
these options.

Significant premium savings is available to employers through these cost containment initiatives; however, the
injured employee does not see areduction in their benefits when the cost containment options are utilized,

We utilize leading measures and predictive cost containment to help Chio employers contain costs and lower
premiums. When a claim ocours, Sedgwick is ready to apply cost containment strategiesto guickly resolve the
clairm, resulting in cost savings for the employer.

Sedgwick has a dedicated cost containment team that solely focuses on achieving significant cost savings for our
clients through Settlements, Handicap Reimbursements and Subrogation/MyaA, Our efforts have resulted in
rmassive cost reductionsfor not only the individual ermployer, but for all employers participating in group
retrospective rating.

Sedgwick savings results include:
* Handicap condition rellef estimated premium refunds, savings and increase in group retro refunds savings
range of: $13,253,289 to 314,608,194
«  Settermnents estimated premium savings and increase in group retro refunds: 39,589,890
+« Motor Vehicle Accld ents (MVA) estimated claim costs charged to surplus fund: 59,733,503

Irmay not eguate to dollarto-dollar savings - based on total costs at time of MVA surplus approval)

Sedgwick is honored to partner with you on successfully managing your workers' compen sation program,
Sedgwick's early, proactive cost containment strategies will continue to be an ongoing priorty toward achieving
the best outcomes for clients and their injured workers,

If you have amy guestions, contact our Sedgwick program managen Rejeana Woolum-Mapier, at [614)359-2403 or
rejeanawoolurm-napier@sedgwd ckoocorm,
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Centerville Office
219 Webbshaw Drive
Centerville, Ohio 45458

(937) 885-0283 (Phone)
jburrowes5@gmail.com

www.ohiocemeteryassociation.com
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