
Incoming President's
Message
My name is Paul O’Brien, and I would like to
thank the OCA Board of Directors for selecting
me as President for this coming year. I am
truly honored and humbled by this opportunity.
I would like to thank Scott Wright for his work
as President and the high bar he has left for me
to live up to.

For those of you who don’t know me, I am the Operations
Manager for Oak Hill Cemetery in historic Glendale. Oak Hill is
the sister cemetery to Spring Grove Cemetery in Cincinnati. I
am truly blessed to be a part of such a great organization that
cares as much for their employees as they do the families we
serve and the history we protect.

So, what’s in store for ’24? Since it’s a new year, I have made
a resolution for my new role. I have resolved to CARE more. C­
to collaborate more. Talk to, and more importantly, listen more
to the input of others. Many problems can be solved if you’re
willing to look at them from a different angle. A­ to advocate for
the organization by letting cemeteries across the state know
how they benefit from the OCA, many without even knowing it.
R­ to reciprocate more. Last year I was invited to a think tank
and a round table for area township cemeteries and enjoyed
every minute. Both offered new perspectives and ideas that I
could bring back to Oak Hill, so I am open to meeting with any
group that wants to meet with the OCA. And most importantly,
E­ to educate more. I never stop looking for opportunities to
learn and to share what I have learned.

Thank you again for this opportunity and I look forward to a
prosperous new year!

Paul O’Brien, Operations Manager
Oak Hill Cemetery
Spring Grove Funeral Homes
OCA President ­ 2024
11200 Princeton Pike
Cincinnati, OH 45246
www.springgrove.org
513.853.6851 (direct phone
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OCA Annual Awards & Casino Night
March 2, 2024

Embassy Suites - Columbus, Ohio

To Recognize Award Winners For The Year 2023

Sales, Rookies And Special Employees

More information can be found on the website
under Upcoming Events

Outgoing President's Message

Happy New Year everyone! I hope that the holidays were a blessing for your
family and you are excited for 2024. I would like to take a moment to thank
everyone for the opportunity to serve as President of the OCA during 2023.
Our OCA is a historic, long-standing organization that is strengthened by all
of its members, and, that was very evident in all of our activities in 2023. In
February, we celebrated the post COVID return of the Awards Banquet in
Columbus. Later that Spring, we also co-hosted a “Think Tank” with the
Catholic Cemetery Conference. We are again co-hosting this two-day
conference in Coshocton OH this upcoming April, please reach out if you are
interested in attending. In the summer, the OCA hosted a very well attended annual convention
in Dayton OH, including the return of a “Field Day” at Dayton Memorial Park--- Thank you to the
whole crew at Dayton Memorial Park for hosting the OCA. There were also some legislative
issues that Tim Long and Legislation Committee of the OCA were instrumental in collaborating
on near the end of the year.

As I look forward to 2024, I would especially like to thank everyone for their participation in the
OCA. I am reminded every time I look at the OCA logo that we are an Association of “Caring
Professionals moving forward together.” Continue to be that beacon of care for the families that
we serve daily at our individual cemeteries. It was an honor to serve as your President in 2023,
and, I look forward to seeing you at OCA events in 2024.

Scott Wright, M.Div., CCCE
Community Outreach Director
Calvary Cemetery - Dayton
OCA President (2023)

Scott Wright
Outgoing
President

Incoming President's
Message
My name is Paul O’Brien, and I would like to
thank the OCA Board of Directors for selecting
me as President for this coming year. I am
truly honored and humbled by this opportunity.
I would like to thank Scott Wright for his work
as President and the high bar he has left for me
to live up to.

For those of you who don’t know me, I am the Operations
Manager for Oak Hill Cemetery in historic Glendale. Oak Hill is
the sister cemetery to Spring Grove Cemetery in Cincinnati. I
am truly blessed to be a part of such a great organization that
cares as much for their employees as they do the families we
serve and the history we protect.

So, what’s in store for ’24? Since it’s a new year, I have made
a resolution for my new role. I have resolved to CARE more. C­
to collaborate more. Talk to, and more importantly, listen more
to the input of others. Many problems can be solved if you’re
willing to look at them from a different angle. A­ to advocate for
the organization by letting cemeteries across the state know
how they benefit from the OCA, many without even knowing it.
R­ to reciprocate more. Last year I was invited to a think tank
and a round table for area township cemeteries and enjoyed
every minute. Both offered new perspectives and ideas that I
could bring back to Oak Hill, so I am open to meeting with any
group that wants to meet with the OCA. And most importantly,
E­ to educate more. I never stop looking for opportunities to
learn and to share what I have learned.

Thank you again for this opportunity and I look forward to a
prosperous new year!

Paul O’Brien, Operations Manager
Oak Hill Cemetery
Spring Grove Funeral Homes
OCA President ­ 2024
11200 Princeton Pike
Cincinnati, OH 45246
www.springgrove.org
513.853.6851 (direct phone

Mark Your Calendar

https://www.ohiocemeteryassociation.com/Upcoming-Events
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Frozen Windows on a Cold Winter Morning

Wife texts husband on a cold winter's morning:
"Windows frozen, won't open."

Husband texts back:
"Gently pour some lukewarm water over it."

Wife texts back 5 minutes later:
"Computer really messed up now."
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Cemetery Spotlight: Calvary Cemetery -
Dayton Angel Night, November 30, 2023
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Supplier Spotlight: Century Equipment



REGULAR MEMBERSHIP

RONALD TAYLOR
BELMONT PARK CEMETERY

3346 Belmont Avenue
Youngstown, OH 44425
(330) 720-5689 Phone

Email: rt333366@yahoo.com

LARRY PARKER
Replaces Mark Davis (Retired) 11/2023
DAYTON MEMORIAL PARK CEMETERY

8135 North Dixie Drive
Dayton, OH 45414
(937) 890-1831

Email: lparker@daytonmemorialpark.com
Website: www.daytonmemorialpark.com

Larry Parker - I am the new General Manager at Dayton Memorial Park and Cemetery.
Prior to coming to Dayton Memorial Park I worked for the city of Cincinnati Board of Park
Commissioners where served several roles during my tenure. Started at Cincinnati Parks
as an urban forester, then moved on to park district crew leader and lastly completed my
career as division manager of operations. I have a degree in agriculture with
specialization in horticulture from the Ohio State University. I enjoy most all outdoor
activities camping, hiking, cycling, hunting and fishing.

TOM KLECKER
Replaces Theresa Rutschilling
GREENLAWN CEMETERY

12502 Presar Road
Wapakoneta, OH 45895

(419) 738-2232
Email: tdklecker@gmail.com

JUDE ABRAHAM
LIFE REMEMBERED

CMS EAST
400 Agnew Road
Jeanette, PA 15644
(724) 527-6700

Email: hello@liferemembered.com
Website: www.iferemembered.com



SUPPLIER MEMBERSHIP

ALEX HOLMES
FRIGID FLUID

11631 West Grand Avenue
Northlake, IL 60164
(708) 838-1215

Email: aholmes@frigidfluid.com
Website: www.frigidfluid.com

MARIA DONATELLI PETERSON
BAUMGARDNER PRODUCTS

295 Silver Street
Akron, OH 44303
(330) 376-2466

Email: sales@baumgardnerproducts.com
Website: www.baumgardnerproducts.com

RICK SYMANSKI
PHOENIX BRONZE RESOURCES

100 Steel Street
Aliquippa, PA 15001

(724) 857-2225
Email: arsymanski@pbrbronze.com

Website: www.pbrbronze.com
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Importance of signage/postings in cemeteries

The importance of safety standards in cemeteries either by signage at your main entrance to
the postings on your website or social media.

During the winter months, especially if freezing temperatures and snow and ice accumulation,
there are safety issues that arise for our visiting families.

Examples of some of these matters are listed below:

Slippery surfaces: Cemeteries contain polished granite flush markerst that become slippery
when exposed to rain, frost, snow and even grass clippings in the summer months. It is
important to watch for these and it is difficult sometimes especially if these markers are snow
covered. Use extreme caution when walking the sections to your loved one’s grave.

Roadside hazards: Most cemeteries try to maintain their roadways and clear snow, ice, etc.
with snowplows and other equipment. This is not always the case in all cemeteries due to
gravel roads versus paved roads or smaller cemeteries that do not have full time staff on site. It
is extremely important to use caution when visiting these cemeteries. We know the importance
of wanting to honor and visit your loved ones but understand the hazards that can arise from
this if you decide to visit during winter conditions.

Sidewalk hazards: Some cemeteries have sidewalks leading to their office, or mausoleums
and some may have sidewalks in some of their sections. For most part these sidewalks are
cleaned and off and treated for ice. But not all cemeteries do this. So, use extreme caution
when visiting.

Concealed hazards: Snow and grass clippings can conceal walking hazards such as slightly
raised markers, decorations, uneven surfaces. Please watch your step.

Exercise caution: Uneven ground and settling
soil around gravesites can create walking
hazards throughout the cemetery.

Sinking hazards: Rain can create muddy
conditions around gravesites that result in graves
sinking. This is so common in cemeteries
throughout the year. It is not uncommon for
cemeteries to have to go back to these sites and
fill in with more dirt for the next several weeks -
especially during the winter months when
cemeteries do not seed or sod graves. Please
use extreme caution if you come across your
loved ones grave and it may have sunk from rain.
You can either call the cemetery or stop in the
office and report it and it will get fixed just in case
the cemetery is not aware that the grave has
sunk.

Tips for cemeteries that plow and use ice melt
and treat their roadways. Try not to pile the snow
in certain areas too high. Visitors will still want to
come and visit even during snowy conditions.
This makes it extremely difficult to get their loved
ones grave if there is a 6-foot pile of snow right
by the road.

Special - Safety Concerns In Cemeteries
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Special - Safety Concerns In Cemeteries continued from page 9.

Another successful tip if you have sewer drops throughout your cemetery. During the winter
months use orange painted rods that are approximately 24 to 30 inches in height and place
them right above these drops so when you do get snow you can find these easier and remove
snow from them to allow better drainage, when snow starts to melt.

Each cemetery has their own procedures on how they handle wintertime conditions and
roadways.

Like with rules and regulations that a lot of cemeteries have posted on signage at their main
entrance it is not a bad idea to have safety hazards posted as well it will help with future issues
that may arise.

One thing our cemetery added to signage was a safety warning on monuments and or markers
on the importance of not trying to fix your own memorial if it is leaning or unlevel. These granite
markers are extremely heavy and can easily injure someone. We had an instance where a
family member tried to fix his own monument and the monument die fell on his leg and he had
to be rushed to the hospital. Because we had no signage at our main gate, we ended up with
an insurance claim and settling this matter with the customer receiving a settlement. Simple
signage at your gates such as rules and regulations, safety hazards, etc. will protect you in the
long run.

Jimmie J. Blevins
General Manager
Union Cemetery Association
OCA Board member/OCDRC member
Phone (614) 267-5471
Email: jimmie.blevins@unioncemeterycolumbus.com

mailto:jimmie.blevins@unioncemeterycolumbus.com
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Update From Sedgwick
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Update From Sedgwick continued from page 11.
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Centerville Office
219 Webbshaw Drive
Centerville, Ohio 45458

(937) 885­0283 (Phone)
jburrowes5@gmail.com

www.ohiocemeteryassociation.com

https://www.ohiocemeteryassociation.com
mailto:jburrowes5@gmail.com



